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New Legislation to Protect Manitoba from Invasive Species!

The Forest Health Protection Act  was pro-
claimed in May with the goal of protecting
Mani tobabés forest
threats. The act concerns invasive pests and
diseases which have not yet entered Mani-
toba, as well as threats which are already a
problem in the province. These include the
mountain pine beetle, which has caused sig-
nificant forest damage in B.C. and Alberta, the
emerald ash borer, which has been a major
problem in Ontario, and the gypsy moth, which
has recently been experiencing population
growth in certain areas of Manitoba.

A more familiar threat is that of Dutch elm dis-
ease. This new act replaces the Dutch EIm
Disease Act and modifies restrictions on the
movement of elm tree material. It prohibits
people from bringing harmful forest pests or

certain types of wood into Manitoba, which is
significant as invasive pests are often spread

r e s ahrough shipménts of mood and veosdi products.

It also outlines actions that can be taken by
provincial officials to prevent or control invasive
outbreaks, such as restricting land access in
certain areas or issuing quarantine orders pro-
hibiting moving or tampering with potentially
infected forest products. The act allows for the
creation of forest threat response zones, where
certain types of forestry work can be prohibited
or trees removed in order to reduce/eliminate
threats, and also regulates licensing for profes-
sional arborists in Manitoba.

It is hoped that these measures will better pro-
tect Manitobads trees
the provincial economy, the forest industry and
the provincebs natura
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Invasive Species Council Takes a Trip Down the Souris River

By: Ashleigh Hall, ISCM Mapping Assistant
Photos by: Ashleigh Hall & Kristin Pingatore

A big concern of the ISCM is the threat of an
invasion of the shrub Salt Cedar (Tamarix spp.
See Page 4 for details). Although naturalized
clusters of the shrub have not yet been found
in Manitoba, there is a huge problem with Salt
Cedar in the northern and central plains of the
United States, in particular Montana and North
Dakota. This is a concern for the ISCM be-
cause the Souris River flows through North
Dakota close to areas of known Salt Cedar
presence before it enters Manitoba in the
southwest corner of the province. As Salt Ce-
dar puts out hundreds of thousands of seeds
that can float downstream along waterways, it
is likely that the Souris River Valley will be the

N E W WHE®BpShlvayfdethis species into Manitoba.

To investigate this possibility, in July the ISCM
sent two Mapping Assistants, Kristin Pingatore
and Ashleigh Hall, to take a trip down the
Souris River starting at the Canada/US border
to see if they could spot any Salt Cedar grow-
ing along the riveros
ning process ISCM contacted the West Souris
River Conservation District. As luck would
have it, employees from the WSRCD as well

as the Turtle Mountain Conservation District
were going to be undertaking their own trip
down the Souris to conduct a riparian as-
sessment and so kindly invited Kristin and
Ashleigh to join them on their journey. On
July 6" the groups met up in Melita and
drove south to the border where the boats
were put in under the southernmost bridge
over the river. With eyes peeled and a GPS
at the ready, Kristin and Ashleigh set off on
their adventure.

The water

riveros

bfar thi time of pesr, ancasp, along the sech e
tion surveyed, the river was mostly bordered
by marshland which then led into pasture-
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This trip had the obvious benefit of the ISCM being velop connections which may be
land. As a result it was easy to scan able to see firsthand whether or not Salt Cedar has valuable in the future. In terms of
the surrounding area for Salt Cedar infiltrated Manitoba via the Souris River Valley. An- the specific threat of Salt Cedar to
and, fortunately, Kristin and Ashleigh  other positive that arose from this experience, which Manitoba, there is now a group of
did not find evidence of its presence.  was not expected at the beginning of the planning individuals living and working in
They ended up surveying approxi- process, was the formation of new relationships with the southwest part of the province
mately 20 kilometres of the Souris, both the West Souris River and Turtle Mountain who are aware of the issue and
ending at the campground by the Conservation Districts. This helps the ISCM raise will be keeping a lookout for this
Snyder Dam. Based on the fact that  awareness of invasive species in Manitoba and de- invasive species, prepared to
no Salt Cedar was seen up to that report any sightings to the ISCM.

point along with the degree to which
the river twists and turns along its
way, it was a logical place to end the
trip. However, downstream of the
campground area the riverbank be-
comes more forested and so a
lengthier survey covering this portion
of the river may be valuable in the
future, such as if the ISCM decides to
undertake this surveying trip annu-
ally.

The ISCM would like to thank the
Turtle Mountain and West Souris
River Conservation Districts for
inviting Kristin and Ashleigh to
join them on their trip down the
Souris River. We look forward to
the opportunity to partner with
them again in the future.

Response to the Riparian Invasion

17 Annual

North American Weed Management Association Conference and Trade Show
September 2124, 2009. Holiday Inn, Kearney, NE.

il mproving the health of our r

The North American Weed Manage- lems, responses and future plans. Riparian areas are a very important
ment Association (NAWMA) is a net- component of many healthy ecosystems
work of public and private professional in Manitoba, as well as the rest of North
weed managers who are involved in America. Itis key that we do all we can
implementing any phase of a county, to protect them from unwanted invaders.
municipal, district, state, provincial or
federal noxious weed law. Each year a
conference is hosted by a different
province or state
highlighting that
province ¢
efforts regarding
invasive plants.

Riparian plant invaders are a serious threat
across North America. Conference attendees
will hear about and see the results of Ne-

b r a s k a-year efforivto combat this issue,
which included a riparian vegetation manage-
ment task force and vegetative management
grant program projects, as well as amendments
to the Nebraska Noxious Weed Control Act.

s Speaker topics will also include the North
American situation concerning Phragmites, and
methods of preparing for future riparian plant
invaders, such as through Early Detection and
Rapid Response (EDRR). There will also be a
tour on the Platte River, providing attendees

This year¢
ence will be held in
Kearney, Nebraska,

hosted by the Ne- with an opportunity to view its problems with The 17th Annual NAWMA Conference
braska Weed Control Association and _MVasive plants and associated management ‘(;V_'” provuri]_e an excellgnthoppq;tunlty t%
its many partners. The focus will be on responses. ISCU-SSt '° |ssue. anc snare ideas an
A : g ] ) solutions for tackling the problem.

the riparian plant invasion on Ne- In all there will be a full schedule of events with ISCM hopes to carpool with people in-
braskads river sy s tmtioswide speakets.uFbisonge exra emtbrtain-  tarested in attending the conference.
At right: Eurasian Watermilfoil photo cour- ment, there will also be a banquet and awards Please contact Cheryl Heming at (204)
tesy of A. Fox, University of Florida, ceremony as well as the Great Platte River 232-6021 for more information.

www.bugwood.org Chuck Wagon barbeque and show.
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Adventures in Sturgeon Creek: Biodiversity Day

Article & Photos by: Danica Wotton, past
ISCM Assistant Coordinator

In partnership with the Assiniboine Wa-
tershed Network, the ISCM participated
in an education and awareness day on
Sturgeon Creek. ISCM celebrated the
International Day of Biodiversity on May
22, by coordinating an invasive species
GPS hunt. The participants were a group
of grade 10-12 students from Westwood
Collegiate.

In the morning, the students moved
through three stations which included
fish sampling, macro invertebrate sam-
pling, and the invasive species hunt. For
each of these activities organizers chal-
lenged the students to analyze the pur-

pose and importance of monitoring and
recording this information.

For the ISCM GPS hunt students broke
into four groups of approximately 3-4
people and had to locate the five stations
entered into their GPS units. Each sta-
tion had a photo of an invasive species
and the groups had to identify them and
answer related questions. Everyone was
given a copy of the ISCM Invasive Spe-
cies in Manitoba: River, Lake and Wet-
land Invaders Pocket Field Guide, to
help them find the answers.

The results of this activity were invalu-
able! Individuals gained knowledge on
the invasive species they researched
and ways they can be identified. They
became more aware of the harm inva-
sive species can cause to our economy
and environment. We also discussed as
a group why it is important to prevent
and control the spread of invasive spe-
cies.

Participants were very efficient in using
the GPS units and finding their coordi-
nates. Some groups decided to run from
site to site while others took their time at
each, answering the questions before
moving on to the next location. Whatever
their method, everyone benefited from
this activity. The reward for all their hard
work was a free ISCM t-shirt, which the
students were ecstatic to receive.

The day started off cool but eventually the
sun came out and it turned out to be a
beautiful spring afternoon. After lunch we
spent our time planting trees on the east
side of the creek. A couple of groups were
very efficient and we got the job done in
no time. Some people wandered the creek
in hip waders picking up debris and filling
buckets. Other duties included shoveling,
carrying trees, filling holes, and eating
freezies brought by MLA Jim Rondeau,
who stopped by to dig a hole or two.

Overall the day was an absolute success.
There was great interest and participation
in the activities and students gained
hands-on experience using sampling
equipment and GPS units. But best of all
was that everyone involved got to help
improve the riparian area of Sturgeon
Creek and better our environment.

NCC Leafy Spurge Pull

Article & Photo by: Kristin Pingatore, ISCM
Mapping Assistant

The Leafy Spurge pulling volunteer event
July 11 at the Stony Mountain Prairie Re-
serve was a wonderful success. The

ISCM and the Nature Conservancy of
Canada both had a hand in organizing the
morning, and staff from both organiza-
tions were present at the event. Stony
Mountainds reserve |
rie patched with burr oak and aspen for-
est that is now in the possession of NCC.

Previously delayed by rain, this morning
was sunny and breezy i great outdoor
weather. Everyone was toured around by
NCC staff to get a good look at the extent
of the mining operation that continues to

disturb the area as well as the recovery
of the prairie on
During our tour, everyone delighted in
the many native flowers blooming in a
unique colourful display that few people
ever get to see. At the first sighting of
ripe saskatoons, the group excitedly
dashed forward to sample these fruits of
summer i leaving two non-prairie folk
standing there questioning until we

a plot of native

brought a sample back for them to try.

t o [Booa éveryoheavasdputiioguand baggingd .

spurge from several threatening patches,
noting the odd caterpillar or moth cocoon
from earlier releases of biological Leafy
Spurge control. The moths seemed most
successful at creating a population, and
their spurge flower-inhibiting cocoons
were spotted all over the weed patches.

In no time at all, the reserve was cleared

pr a §f spurge, which was bagged for pick-up

by a local councillor who had offered to
burn the plants to prevent the ripening

seeds from spreading. Volunteers were
each given a folder containing informa-
tion on Leafy Spurge, as well as an
ISCM calendar, pocket guide, and
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