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Origin

An annual or winter-annual from
Europe that was likely intro-
duced to North America around
850 as a seed contaminant.

Status
Today yellow starthistle can be

areas around the world. It is

United States.

Impacts

Prolific seed producer, spreads
rapidly forming dense popula-
tions and displacing native vege-
tation. Can cause chewing dis-
ease and if ingested by horses
can cause lethal neurological dis-
order.
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Where to Look

Yellow starthistle has spread and
invaded pastures, rangeland, na-
tive prairies, cultivated lands,
roadsides, and wasteland areas.

Canada

Funding for this project was provided in part

by the Invasive Alien Species Partnership
Program, a Government of Canada initiative.

found in most of the temperate !

widespread in Canada and the

Invasive Species Council
of Manitoba
c/0 5006 Roblin Boulevard
~S Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3R 0G7
- ph: (204) 232-6021 fax: (204) 986-7236

YELLOW STARTHISTLE DECREASES THE PRODUCTION OF FORAGE FOR
LIVESTOCK AND WILDLIFE, AND THE DIVERSITY OF NATIVE HABITATS.

LooK FOR:
oSTEMS: FROM MAY TO JUNE
IT GROWS FROM 0.6 TO
IMETER IN HEIGHT. STEMS
ARE WINGED AND COVERED
IN WHITE WOOLLY HAIR.
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OoSEEDS: SEEDS MATURE IN
LATE SUMMER. ONE TYPE

SPREADS BY WIND, THE
OTHER DROPS TO THE
GROUND.

¢ FLOWERS: YELLOW WITH
BRACTS THAT EXTEND INTO
SPINES.

PREVENT THE SPREAD INTO MANITOBA
Manual control is very effective for dealing

with yellow starthistle, small populations can
be controlled by hand pulling, hoeing, or cut-
ting.

Report a Sighting!
E-mail:
info@invasivespeciesmanitoba.com
Phone: (204) 232-6021

Photo Credits: Banner Photo Invasive Plant EIS
Team, USDA Forest Service; Clear view of the
plant: ; View of flower: Pinnacles National Monu-
ment



